
117

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Feb. 5

whose family came from Mexico. He was only
51 years old. He was awarded the Silver Star,
the Bronze Star, and the Purple Heart fighting
for his country in Vietnam. And he went on
to serve Texas and America fighting for our fu-
ture here in this Chamber. We are grateful for
his service and honored that his mother, Lillie
Tejeda, and his sister, Mary Alice, have come
from Texas to be with us here tonight. And
we welcome you.

Gary Locke, the newly elected Governor of
Washington State, is the first Chinese-American
Governor in the history of our country. He’s
the proud son of two of the millions of Asian-
American immigrants who have strengthened
America with their hard work, family values,
and good citizenship. He represents the future
we can all achieve. Thank you, Governor, for
being here. Please stand up. [Applause]

Reverend Schuller, Congressman Tejeda,
Governor Locke, along with Kristen Tanner and
Chris Getsler, Sue Winski and Dr. Kristen
Zarfos, they’re all Americans from different roots
whose lives reflect the best of what we can
become when we are one America. We may
not share a common past, but we surely do
share a common future. Building one America
is our most important mission, the foundation
for many generations of every other strength

we must build for this new century. Money can-
not buy it. Power cannot compel it. Technology
cannot create it. It can only come from the
human spirit.

America is far more than a place. It is an
idea, the most powerful idea in the history of
nations. And all of us in this Chamber, we are
now the bearers of that idea, leading a great
people into a new world. A child born tonight
will have almost no memory of the 20th century.
Everything that child will know about America
will be because of what we do now to build
a new century.

We don’t have a moment to waste. Tomorrow
there will be just over 1,000 days until the year
2000; 1,000 days to prepare our people; 1,000
days to work together; 1,000 days to build a
bridge to a land of new promise. My fellow
Americans, we have work to do. Let us seize
those days and the century.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 p.m. in the
House Chamber of the Capitol. The Executive
order of September 11, 1997, establishing the
American Heritage Rivers initiative was published
in the Federal Register at 62 FR 48445.

Remarks on the Death of Ambassador Pamela Harriman
February 5, 1997

Hillary and I were very sad to learn that our
good friend and America’s outstanding Ambas-
sador to France, Pamela Harriman, passed away
just a few moments ago in Paris.

She was an extraordinary United States Am-
bassador, representing our country as well as
our Government to the people of France and
to the Government, earning the trust of the
leaders and the admiration of people. She was
one of the most unusual and gifted people I
ever met, with an extraordinary life, from her
years growing up in Great Britain to being a
part of what the British went through in World
War II as the Prime Minister’s daughter-in-law
and then her remarkable life in America with
Averell Harriman, with all the work she did
as a force for political activism for the Demo-

cratic Party, and with the friends she had in
both parties, in business, in labor, and in poli-
tics.

Our country will miss her. We are deeply
indebted to the work she did in France in main-
taining our relationships with one of our oldest
and closest allies. She was a source of judgment,
an inspiration to me, a source of constant good
humor and charm and real friendship, and we
will miss her very, very much.

I had a good talk this morning with her son,
Winston Churchill, and our prayers are with him
and the rest of her family and her legion of
friends. She will be brought home to America
later this week, and we’ll have more announce-
ments about her funeral later.
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America has lost a great public servant and
another immigrant who became a great Amer-
ican.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:28 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, prior to his de-
parture for Augusta, GA.

Remarks Prior to a Roundtable Discussion on Education in Augusta,
Georgia
February 5, 1997

The President. First of all, I want to thank
all of you for agreeing to be part of this, and
I’ll be very brief because I want to hear from
you.

I very much appreciate the fact that Senator
Coverdell and Senator Cleland and Congress-
man Norwood came down with me today, along
with Governor and Mrs. Miller. And I wanted
to, after the State of the Union last night—
which I believe was the most extensive treat-
ment a President has ever given to the question
of education in the State of the Union—I want-
ed to come here because I know a lot about
what you’ve done here and what you’re trying
to do, and I think it’s very important that the
American people respond to the challenge that
I laid out last night to make American education
the best in the world, to understand that it
won’t be done overnight, and not to be afraid
of trying to reach higher standards.

I went over—and I won’t belabor it now, but
this is a little booklet that I had done that Sec-
retary of Education Riley, who is here with us
today, put together for us, incorporating the 10
points that I made in the State of the Union
last night. But in virtually every one of these
areas, the State of Georgia is trying to move
forward, and that’s the important thing, whether
it’s opening the doors of college education with
a HOPE scholarship or the pre-kindergarten
program or the remarkable thing you’re trying
to do on the Internet, which will have a huge
impact around the country if you do it, because
then a lot of other States will get in here and
help us. The Vice President and I have been
trying to get all the schools hooked up by the
year 2000, but we might get there ahead of
time if every State would take the kind of action
that you’re taking here.

Then the thing that I really want to focus
on is how we can achieve the objectives that

were set out way back in 1989 by the Governors
and then-President Bush. How can we achieve
those national education goals? The only way
we can ever do it is if we maintain the right
blend of local control of our schools, State lead-
ership, but adherence to high national standards
so everybody understands what the bar is we’re
trying to reach.

And what we’re going to try to do is to get
the States and the school districts of the country
and all the teachers organizations, the other edu-
cators, and the parents especially to accept the
notion that there ought to be high standards
and we ought to measure to see how our kids
are doing, not to put them down but to lift
them up and to support the whole educational
process and make a specific effort to mobilize
a lot of people to make sure our children are
literate and that they can read independently
at the appropriate level, at least by the time
they get out of the third grade. So that’s what
we’re going to do. And I think—what I hope
will come out of this today is that by our being
here people will see what you’re trying to do
in Georgia. They’ll be interested in it, it will
spark similar activities around the country, and
we’ll see a kind of a cascading effect.

You know, when the American people make
up their mind to do something, they can get
out ahead of the leaders in a hurry, and that’s
a good thing. When we started this hooking
up the Internet, for example, we went to Cali-
fornia, which is our biggest State, and had a
NetDay and hooked up 20 percent of the
schools in California. And we had this organized
effort to get everybody else to do it. And within
no time, the amount of activity outstripped the
organization; people just went on and did it,
just like you’re doing. And that’s what you want
to happen.
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